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The Slavery of Black Americans
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Institutional Affiliation
	

	The South Carolina slave code brought more harm than good to the African American slaves. This code was introduced in the 1740s to make it easier to govern Negroes in the province. “And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for every justice assigned to keep peace in this province” (O’Neal, 1740) The code was meant to bring the African American slaves under absolute control to their masters. Even though it achieved what the Masters wanted, that is complete control over the slaves. It introduced Commoditization and inhumane treatment that negatively affected the slaves. The order of governance the Code sought to establish was at the expense of African American lives and their dignity. 
	Slavery refers to a condition in which some individuals are owned by others, the owner was solely responsible for determining where the slave lived and delegated the work to be done. The slaves were mainly Africans, Indians, Mullato or Mestizo who were shipped to America to work on Tobacco, rice, and cotton plantations. In order to keep the slaves under control, strict rules and regulations were enacted to curtail slave movement and maximize output on the plantations where the slaves worked. “ And for that it is absolutely necessary to the safety of this Province, that all due care be taken to restrain the wandering and meetings and other slaves, at all times” (O’Neal,1740) Colonies such as South Carolina had enacted a slave code which contained clear guidelines on how the slaves were supposed to be treated, and the relationship between slaves and their masters.
	The South Carolina Slave Code of 1740 was passed in the province of South Carolina during Governor William Bull time in office. This was in response to an uprising in 1739 referred to as Stano Rebellion. The act was summarized by John Belton O’Neal and remained in effect until 1865. The document was written to bring a better ordering and to make the governing of Negroes easier. The Act required the slaves when moving from one place to another to have a permit to be allowed to travel. It was considered illegal for a slave to move from one province to the other without a written permit from the owner. “And for the better keeping of slaves in due subjection, Be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That no person whatsoever shall permit or suffer any slave under his or their management to go out of the said limits” (O’Neal,1740)
	The Slave Code also enforced chattel slavery, whereby, slavery was deemed to be inheritable. A child born of slave parents was deemed to be a slave. Slavery was considered to be irredeemable, once born a slave you were to be a slave until your death. Slaves were Master’s property; they could not own property, rear cattle or plant any crop for food. ”And it further be enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no slave who shall dwell, reside, inhabit or be usually employed in Charlestown shall presume to buy, sell, deal, barter, traffic goods and commodities”(O’Neil,1740) Slaves were restricted to whom they could intermarry with; marriage between people of different races was generally prohibited. The slave code also regulated on how slaves could be punished, the severe beating was often used when a slave misbehaved or neglected his or her duties. Slave owners were exempted from the penalty for accidentally killing the slave while punishing him or her.
	The intended audience for the Slave Code was mainly the Negroes and the Slave owners. The code outlined how the slaves were supposed to be handled and the punishments to be handled by their owners. The code was preferred because it made governing of the provinces easier, as revolts of slaves were very rare. Slave owners were also under strict laws on how to handle their slaves; there were fines and penalties for giving the slaves alcoholic beverages, nice clothes and concealing slaves who had escaped. The Slave Code was meant to tame Negroes who were considered to be wild by nature and bring them to total submission to their white masters.
	The core historical concepts relating to African American studies as discussed in the document are “constitutional compromises on slavery set the tone for the future”. This meant that even though slaves were generally targeted by these harsh rules, eventually, constitutional amendments were passed to cater for equal representation among all races. Struggle for civil rights and civil rights groups also emerged to cater to decriminalized individuals 
	The unspoken “cultural assumptions” that the author brought to his subject is that of racial prejudice. The author considered the whites to be racially superior to the other races (.Lincoln, 1958) The Negroes and other inferior races like the Indians were deemed to be fit in cultivating plantations. The whites were more prone to diseases hence the need to seek laborers who were physically fit and could resist diseases. The author had a preset mindset that because the Negroes were inferior, enslaving them would help maximizes outputs on the plantations. The blacks had a high resistance to tropical diseases, this is made the Negroes a suitable labor force that the white man could explore. This laid the basis for the author to explore forced labor and solidify it with the introduction of the slave code.
	The document reveals much about the social injustices perpetrated by the slave owners to the African Americans. This included; denial of social gatherings, to attend church service, praying and marriage. Marriage was also a regulated affair; intermarriages between people of different races were prohibited by law. Severe punishment was generally used to those who revolted against their Masters. On the political dimension, the slaves were not allowed to be involved in political matters. They did not have the right to vote. Voting was only exercised by the Whites and it was only a men affair, women were not allowed to vote. The slaves experienced hard economic challenges as they were not allowed to own anything, crop cultivation and cattle rearing were prohibited. The slaves were supposed to rely on the meager food supplies provided by their Master
	The document did not promise a lot to the slaves, the promises were very little compared to the issues the slaves were facing. Slaves concerns were generally sidelined; they were commoditized and treated inhumanly. There were even certain laws that prohibited Negroes access to education, it was against the law to teach slaves how to read and write. The high level of illiteracy among the slaves meant that the slaves could not bargain for anything with their Master. The document eventually proved to be of great importance as it paved the way for the fight for civil rights and amendment of the constitution.
	The document seems to extend the contemporary stereotypes, misconceptions, and misrepresentation among Africans and African Americans. The document clearly showed that African segregation was the order of the day. It showed that Africans were lesser human beings than their white counterparts. The document also helped to circulate the narrative that Negroes were commodities to be used, mistreated and they were to remain slaves forever through chattel slavery. Blacks Stereotyping was also made popular by the document. Caricatures were developed which used to depict African Americans as being lazy, dishonest, treacherous, lasciviousness and backwardness. These caricatures include; Mammy, Mandingo, Uncle Tom, sapphire and watermelon. 
	The document is very important in understanding issues surrounding African or African American peoples and societies. This document helped to bring to light the challenges the African Americans were subjected to by their slave masters. It also helped to lay down the foundation for future civil rights struggle. Revolutions were organized to help address the segregation the African Americans were facing. The document gave the African Americans something to unite them; this unity was nourished by Religion. Religion was the only hope to the African Americans as gave them a sense of purpose, a sense of belonging and hope for the future.
	In conclusion, the South Carolina slave code was introduced to ensure that African Americans slaves, Mullatos and Mestizos behaved orderly and were easily governable. The slave code also introduced chattel slavery whereby slavery was deemed to be inheritable. A child born by slave parents was considered a slave until death. Slavery was also considered irredeemable. The slave code also restricted marriages; intermarriages between people of different races were generally prohibited. Slaves were considered as the property of their master. They could not own property, rear cattle or cultivate crops for food. The slave code was basically drafted for the African American slaves, Indians and Mullatos. The document is of great significance as it helped to highlight some social injustices perpetrated by White masters against their slaves.
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